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STAFF RETREAT

Exploring Thin Places

ALUMNI UPDATE

JoAnna Takeda (Grad 2004)
Since graduating from WRCA, life has
been a rollercoaster of adventures. ..

My graduation gift from my parents
was money towards a missions trip. |
wanted to see the ‘big world; so | seized
an opportunity to go to Tanzania, East
Africa for two months where | simply
observed the operations of “Pamoja Ministries”. | was invited back for
six months the following year to work on a DVD project where | had the
opportunity to direct and write music for the musical alongside a Congolese
Band named the Sowers.

It was during this second trip to Tanzania when | took a trip out of the big
city into the bush, Masailand, where | met a tribe of warriors miraculously
changed and devoted to God. They called themselves‘MAPED:. Thisis a tribe
who use their singing voices, beadwork and testimonies to bring change to
some traditional ways by proclaiming Jesus, education and women’s rights
all across East Africa.

When notinTanzania, | attended UBC, studying Cultural Anthropology with a
keen interest in learning how diverse cultures can coexist in this increasingly
globalized world. | worked as a lifeguard in both Surrey and Vancouver,
giving me the freedom to pursue both academic and personal interests.
During these years | was a member of the UBC rowing team and played on
the Junior Varsity Volleyball team. My most meaningful relationships were
established while living in the Point Grey area amongst an overcrowded
house of friends.

During my last year of university, 2009, the Masai MAPED choir came to the
US on a fundraising trip. It was a wonderful way to put both my heart for
the Masai and academic studies to good use! | travelled alongside the choir
for 2 months as a cultural mediator, photographer, driver and cook as we
hit the road by car into 14 different states. | am happy to say that the tribe
representatives raised enough funds to commence the building of a school
in their area, making education now a real possibility!

Soon after graduation from UBC, and not yet ready to solidify a career, |
headed to Japan to discover my family’s cultural heritage. | found a job as
an English teacher which | continue to this day, beaming from ear to ear
because of the adventure and challenges of living in a foreign country.

As for the next steps, | am extremely excited to see what is ahead. God has
held His steady hand on my life. He has been my source of peace and often
times my only reassurance that the path ahead will be made straight. He has
also proven time and time again that His definition of ‘life’ and ‘living'is far
greater than my tiny mind can imagine, and that in itself is enough reason to
chase after a life designed by Him.

|



NOTE FROM ATHLETICS

For those students who participated in volleyball
and cross country this year, please be sure to return
your team uniforms to Mrs. Niemi if you haven't
done so already.

You can come by portable 131 to pick up your
uniform deposit check once we have received your
jersey.

Congratulations to the WRCA Junior Basketball
Team for their second place victory at the Christian
Schools Tournament in Abbotsford! Nice work,
Warriors!

The WRCA Jr boys demonstrated great character
during the Christian Schools tourney where they
placed second. A come-from-behind team effort to
win in the game against Richmond Christian was a
great team bonding experience. Despite having just
seven players (and two toughing it out with injuries)
they played valiantly in the finals. Several highlights
of the tourney were the pressing ability of our boys
which caused numerous turnovers in the second
game and a walk-up-three by sharp-shooter Riley B.
Well done, WRCA Junior Warriors!

Coach Schat

Thank you to the
WRCA family for
coming out to
Buddy Night!
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HOTLUNCH

Come support our (Grade 12
Class for our (GGrad!

Pizza Day: February 17
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b Friday, February 17, 2012 is Pizza Day! *Please submit one form per child (not per family).

.

Name: Grade: Teacher:

w

| am interested in ordering the following pizza at $2.50 a slice: (please indicate quantity)

‘""

Cheese Pepperoni Ham & Pineapple

b

| have enclosed $ with this order form.

w

FORMS AND MONEY NEED TO BE RETURNED TO THE CLASSROOM TEACHER (Gr K-7) OR OFFICE BY: February 13
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- UPCOMING PIZZA HOT LUNCHES
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February 17 April 13
27
March 2
9 May 4
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